The George Sand-

le Temps, which have had a great success, are widely read and
who knows?   You would perhaps do France a great service?

A'isse keeps me very busy, or rather provokes me. I have
not seen Chilly, I have had to do with Duquesnel. They are
depriving me definitely of the senior Berton and proposing his
son. He is very nice, but he is not at all the type conceived by
the author. The Theatre Fran9ais perhaps would ask nothing
better than to take A'isse! I am very perplexed, and it is going
to be necessary for me to decide. As for waiting till a literary
wind arises, as it will never arise in my lifetime, it is better to
risk the thing at once.

These theatrical affairs disturb me greatly, for I was in
great form. For the last month I was even in an exaltation
bordering on madness!

I have met the unavoidable Harrisse, a man who knows
everyone, and who is a judge of everything, theatre, novels,
'finances, politics, etc. What a race is that of enlightened
men!!! I have seen Plessy, charming and always beautiful.
She asked me to send you a thousand friendly messages.

For my part, I send you a hundred thousand affectionate
greetings.

Your old friend

CCII.    To GEORGE SAND

14 November, 1871

Ouf! I have just finished my Gods, that is to say the mytho-
logical part of my Saint-Antoine, on which I have been working
since the beginning of June. How I want to read it to you,
dear master of the good God!

Why did you resist your good impulse? Why didn't you
come this autumn? You should not stay so long without see-
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